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Preface 

 

The idea for this report emerged at a meeting of the Crested Butte Creative District Commission 

in 2017. Commission members Melissa Mason and Jennifer Birnie had recently attended the 2016 

Americans for the Arts Conference in Boston where Crested Butte was publicly lauded for their high arts 

spending despite their tiny population. At that point commission member Kimbre Woods, a local 

gallerist, spoke up, “yes, and that spending would be even more if the survey covered what I sell at my   

art gallery.” At which point, we commissioners began discussing the problems of measuring a for-profit 

commercial ecosystem like the art market. Having myself done my dissertation on the history of the 

Hungarian art market, I was fully aware of the problems of obtaining reliable data on this sector of the 

economy. Art markets are notoriously difficult to measure, not least because their primary actors, art 

dealers, remain reluctant to share information about their business activity. Our Literature Survey will 

highlight the prior efforts of other scholars and their methods for approaching this difficult to study 

phenomenon. At the 2017 Colorado Creative Industries Summit in Breckenridge, Colorado, I attended a 

session by the Western States Arts Federation (WESTAF) where they introduced their new data platform 

Creative Vitality Suite (CVSuite). Their service would deliver data on occupations and industries of the 

creative economy and even a Creative Vitality Index. As a Certified Creative District, Crested Butte 

received a subscription to CVSuite data for Colorado (statewide, county, zip code), and I began to use 

the platform to try to answer our earlier question about what the economic impact of the art market in 

Crested Butte and Gunnison County was. 

Through selecting among the available creative industry Standard Occupational Classification 

(SOC) and North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes, I was able to develop an 

evolving methodology to measure the art and design market. At a subsequent Crested Butte Creative 

District Commission meeting, I showed how the CVSuite platform had allowed me to produce a report 

on the art and design markets of Crested Butte (zip code 81224) and for Gunnison County. Continuing to 

use the occupational settings the platform allowed, I presented a report on the Colorado Art & Design 

Market for 2016 at the 2018 Colorado Industries Summit in Greeley, and again at the 2019 Summit in 

Salida. These annual summits also proved useful because I could meet with the CVSuite team and 

discuss finer points of adjusting employment settings on the platform. Through these connections, I also 

came to know Jennifer Ann Shelby, who was writing her dissertation at University of Colorado Boulder 

on the Creative District program, and she was also using CVSuite to generate her research data. Having 

another advanced user with whom one could consider various methodological solutions has proven 

enormously helpful.  In 2019, together with Mayela Cardenas and Stephanie Edwards, we published 



 
 

 

 
 

“Measuring Art Markets:  The Colorado Art Market in 2017” Artivate: A Journal of Entrepreneurship in 

the Arts (Vol. 8. No. 2, Summer 2019). Subsequently, the Masters in Gallery & Museum Management 

(MGMM) at Western Colorado University then applied in 2019 for a National Endowment for the Arts 

(NEA) Research: Artworks grant to produce report on the US Art & Design Market for 2017-18, using the 

same methodology.  This is that report.  

 


